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 Robert is a prolific writer 
of plays, poetry and essays 
from Nigeria.  His writings 
have always focused on the 
political issues facing the 
Nigerian people.  In Novem-
ber 2011, after waiting 10 
years for his immigration 
documents, he was granted 
asylum and provided sanctu-
ary in the United States. 

After graduating in 1998 
with a Bachelor of 
Arts Degree in African His-
tory from the University of 
Ibadan, he worked in north-
ern Nigeria as a high school 
teacher. 

While teaching, a fourteen 
year old student, who was 
being forced to marry a sev-
enty-seven year old man, 
came to him pleading for 
help. She thought that since 
he was a Muslim and also a 
teacher, he would have some 

authority to speak to her fa-
ther.  Robert said he would, 
but it did not work.  The mar-
riage occurred with the ap-
proval of local authorities.  

He was so disgusted about 
the marriage that he wrote a 
protest play about it entitled 
“Bondage”.  The play was 
produced with local actors in 
the heavily Muslim region. 
Robert was soon attacked and 
arrested by members of an 
Islamic group called “Isbah” 
authorized by the government 
to enforce Shari’ah law in 
northern Nigeria.  

His apartment was vandal-
ized and belongings confis-
cated. The Muslim militants 
held a gun to his head and 
labeled him an infidel.  They 
accused him of abandoning 
the faith as a result of his play 
“Bondage” that tackles the 
oppression of women and chil-

dren under Shari’ah law. The 
incidents occurred  ten 
months before his arrival in 
the United States in 2001. 

As a result of his passion 
for his craft, Robert’s life is in 
danger. The political and reli-
gious climate in Nigeria is 
still very troubled.  There has 
been ongoing violence 
throughout the country as a 
result of an Islamic sect 
loosely modeled on Afghani-
stan’s Taliban movement.  
The group opposes Western 
education and wants Shari’ah 
(Islamic law) law’s rigid ide-
ology to be adopted across 
Nigeria.  

Robert continues to write 
plays in the United States 
condemning the oppression of 
women and children and the 
corruption of the Nigerian 
political system.   

 
 
 
This year has been a great one for the Alaska Immigration Justice Project. As we 
enter our sixth year, our legal and language programs are going strong. The excellent 
lawyers at AIJP have served over 650 people, and our incredible staff at the Lan-
guage Interpreter Center has trained 142 interpreters, who have provided interpreter 
services to more than 1000 medical, legal and social service appointments since Janu-
ary 2011. In addition, we are expanding the reach of our programs to communities in 
rural Alaska who are in need of our services. But one of the things I'm most proud of 
is the completion of our book, "Portraits: The Stories of Alaskans and their Immigra-
tion to the Great Land." This book was produced in partnership with the University of 
Alaska and the Alaska Humanities Forum. It tells the stories of five real Alaskan 
families and the difficulties they faced that led them to call Alaska home. Through art 
and narrative, they tell their stories in the hopes that through their sharing, we build a 
better, stronger community.  We know that this effort is the beginning of a fruitful 
and honest dialogue about the amazing contributions immigrant families - our friends, 
family, and neighbors - make to our state every day. On behalf of the entire Board of 
Directors, I wish you all a happy and safe holiday season, and share with you our 
commitment to ensure the human rights and dignity of all Alaskans as we celebrate a 
new year.  

AIJP Asylum Victory! 

Message from Board Member, Mara Kimmel 



 

 

Thank you Sponsors! 

 New AmeriCorps VISTA,  
Nathalie Washington 

This fall fifteen bilingual individuals par-
ticipated in the Language Interpreter Cen-
ter Training. The training consisted of 
classes about the  roles, responsibilities and 
ethics of interpreting.  Interpreters also 
learned specifically about interpreting in 
the court system and for health care pro-
viders.  They also participated in inter-
preter skill building classes, which in-
cluded mock appointments.  Language 
Interpreter Center Coordinator, Emily 
Walker, stated "It was a great success!  The 
LIC trained  bilingual Alaskans who speak 
French, Spanish, German, and two new 
languages to the Language Interpreter Cen-
ter - Turkish and Tibetan".  

 

AIJP thanks Conor Hallisy of Conoco 
Phillips for his fantastic work on the 

asylum case! 
 
 

2010 US Census Data for Anchorage and Alaska 
 
 US Alaska  Anchorage 

Foreign born persons (%):    12.4%   6.6%    8.5% 
 
Language other than English at home:   19.6%  15.5%   15.2% 

Fall 2011 Interpreter Training 

 

 

 

Language Interpreter Center Data for 2011 
 

Number of languages we represent:      41 
 
Total number of trained interpreters:    160 
 
Total businesses, non-profits and government agencies 
 using the LIC:       214 
    
Total domestic violence victims assisted:     152 
 
Total appointments through Nov. 30, 2011:    1117 
 
Most common languages provided for domestic violence cases:  
  
 Spanish, Tagalog, Thai, Chinese Mandarin, Hmong, Korean, and Russian 

     AIJP’s Language Interpreter Center 
would like to welcome Nathalie as its 
new AmeriCorps VISTA. Originally 
from Jeffersonville, Indiana, this is 
Nathalie‘s first time to Alaska. She re-
cently graduated from the University of 
Evansville in Evansville, Indiana with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and 
International Studies. Her area of con-
centration for her majors was Asia, spe-
cifically the Middle East.  
     After graduating in May 2011, she 
chose to join AmeriCorps as a way to 
gain experience in the nonprofit sector 
while doing volunteer work. The posi-
tion with Alaska Immigration Justice 
Project’s Language Interpreter Center 
stood out to Nathalie due to its unique 
mission and the services that it offers to 
immigrants and refugees throughout An-
chorage and Alaska.   
     She is very excited to learn more 
about what AIJP has to offer and all 
about Alaska. So far, her favorite part 
about living in Alaska is being able to 
walk outside and see the Chugach Moun-
tains. 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



