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$7,000 Community Fundraising Challenge  

Our country was created, 
in large measure, by the 
vision of immigrants work-
ing to better the lives of 
their families. Those of us 
whose families are not  
indigenous to this conti-
nent are here, now, because 
some brave soul in our 
past chose to immigrate to 
the United States. We   
believe that those who 
make the choice to immi-
grate, and who are able to 
overcome the obstacles to 
both emigration and immi-
gration that could thwart 
the most determined of 
souls, embody the most 
optimism about what a 

bright future can hold.  We 
are, therefore, grateful to 
those immigrants who choose 
to make Alaska their new 
home, as they imbue our 
community with bright en-
ergy.  Their hope is essential 
to our future. Because we 
value AIJP for providing es-
sential services to our new 
neighbors and friends, and 
to help generate additional 
support for AIJP's services, 
we are delighted to have the 
opportunity to make a chal-
lenge grant. Our challenge is 
simple. We will match the 
first $7,000 of money re-
ceived by AIJP from new 
individual donors, from now 

In the last three months, pro 
bono attorneys have won seven 
cases involving asylum appli-
cants fleeing persecution and 
torture in Mexico, Cameroon, 
Gambia and Liberia. These 
individuals have endured in-
credible hardship and suffered 
in ways that most of us can-
not imagine. Their strength and 
resilience brought them to 
Alaska seeking freedom and 
safety. Through the hard work 
of pro bono attorneys, they 
have been granted the right to   
remain in the United States 
and now look forward to con-
tributing to their community,  
Anchorage.   

“ I hope that with God’s help 
and having faith in that-I 
would really like to stay, I 
love this country because it 
has opened doors for me and 
I’ve been able to get ahead 
without fear of anything. I’ve 
been able to go to work and 
earn a little to survive.”  

-AIJP client in deportation 
proceedings after fleeing her 
country of origin where she 
was persecuted  because of 
her sexual orientation and 
after having survived nine 
years of sexual abuse as a 
child.  She was granted per-
mission to stay in the United 
States.  

AIJP’s second year of opera-
tion was marked by significant 
accomplishments due to the 
hard work of AIJP Board, 
staff and the tremendous sup-
port of the community. We 
served more than seven hun-
dred people during the second 
year of opening our doors. 
Our staff represented clients 
residing as far south as Craig 
and as far north as Barrow. 
We traveled to many commu-
nities ensuring that immigrants 
residing in the most remote 
communities have access to 
immigration legal services. In 
this time of intense national 
debate about immigrants, we 
are grateful to the many com-
munity members who have 
shared their time, skill and 

AIJP Staff  

financial resources to ensure that 
immigrants in Alaska continue 
to have access to justice. 

Sincerely,  

Robin Bronen                                                                 
Executive Director 

Mara Kimmel                                                              
Board President         
   

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 

                                            

 
Thank you for your support! 

through January 31, 2008. 
We hope that each of you 
will consider this challenge, 
and offer AIJP your sup-
port today. 

Donna Goldsmith and John 
Letourneau 

Pro Bono Asylum Project  

Mara and Robin  




